Live Bait — Check out These Easy Steps to Select the Right Crappie Minnows
Mark Fleagle

Fishing with crappie minnows is the most accepted way of fishing for both black crappie
and white crappie throughout the United States. You can take your children out for a
fishing outing with just a simple fishing rig such a inexpensive cane pole with small
bobber split shot sinker and a hook to catch crappie. Or you can become a skilled crappie
angler and target large slab crappie. In both of these examples the use of live bait such as
minnows is an important part of crappie fishing. In our article today we will discuss
crappie minnow rigging methods.

Crappie minnows as a live bait presentation cab be fished in many ways such as under a
bobber at a fixed depth, tight line with no weight, just a hook and a minnow, trolled
tipped on a crappie jig, caste and retrieved tipped with minnows on spinner baits to name
just a few. There are so many ways to catch crappie I could not mention them all. You
would think these great tasting table fair would get fished out but that is not true, because
these fish populate and grow very quickly. My point is that crappies plain and simple
love crappie minnows and it will bite on just about any live bait presentation you put in
front of them if you use the right presentation at the right time.

There are some crappies fishing basics you need to understand even for the simplest of
live bait fishing used to catch crappie.

#1 Hook selection for crappie fishing. You want to select a light gauge wire hook with a
long shank such as a gold Aberdeen hook. The hook size will depend on the size of the
minnows you are using for live bait. For small to medium crappie minnows the hook
sizes range would be from a number 4 to a number 1 hook. If you are more experienced
and you are going after the elusive slab crappie you will need to use large crappie

minnows so your hook selection will increase in size to between a number 1/0 to 2/0
hook.

#2 How to hook crappie minnows. Now that you have selected your hook size it is time
to rig your minnow. You are probably think this is so trivial but rigging a minnow
correctly can make the difference between catching crappie or going home empty handed.
You want to hook your crappie minnow live bait presentation so it looks as natural to the
fish’s environment as possible. The most common and excellent way to hook your
crappie minnow is by pushing the hook up through the lower lip through the upper lip so
the barb of the hook is pointing at you when you are finished. This method works great
for fishing under a bobber or while you are drifting or trolling.

Well folks that all for today I sincerely hope you have enjoyed my article about using
crappie minnows as live bait and how to hook them. Good Luck On Your Next Fishing
Trip!
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