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Author:moonshine88
Hey all! im moonshine88 (enjoy the science of making my own shine and 88 my birth year) i am a very inventive person and at least once a day i rig up
something to make my or someone elses life easier! i work as a professional earth mover tire installer as well as OTR tire installer. thats me in the bandana
and my coworker next door there on a lazy work day in the summer heat of cali. most 99% of stuff i build is out of metal as i really dont care for wood or
sawdust. trailers and building trailers is my biggest hobby you will NEVER see my driveway with out a project trailer in it. i enjoy welding moonshining
snowmobilo 4wheeling fishing and pretty much anything outside unless were talking sharks hockey then im inside! i really would like to hear from people near
turlock ca and GEOCASHERS as i am an avid casher as well! well all that being said the only thing left to say is...... always experiment!

Intro:  Hay Bale Gardening
I read up on this a few years ago and decided to make my own and seeing as there are no instructables on it I had to make one!

I have a really big gopher issue and them eating my tree roots and any flowers or vegetables I plant. this set up doesn't "eliminate" the pests but it doesn't feed the. now
either. Also it will be easier to maintain as there are little to no weeds to pull and sitting on your knees to plant, fertilize, and harvest is nice since everything is at chest
level and you don't have to bend over. plus you can sit on them and work if you like too!

Step 1: Choosing a bale type and amount
your will need to choose bales that are easy enough to move around and place into a permanent position as once they get wet they will be near impossible move. As well
as bales that contain little to no weed or bale seeds. this will cut down on weeding. lastly how many bales you will need. depending on your space its safe to say you can
get 2 large plants (squash,cucumber, etc) 4-5 medium plants (peppers,beans,etc) or 2 rows of plants (carrots, corn, radishes, etc) so you will need to have an idea of
what you want to plant and how much of it you plan to plant then just like any in ground garden just space them out as you like.

good bale choices are:
1-straw...has no weeds in it , light weight, about $8-12

2- grass/pasture mix...dense, some grass weeds,about $2-8

3- oats....some oat seed in it but not bad, about $8-12

4-wheat...has some seeds but easily stopped early on. about $8-15

5- alfalfa...DO NOT USE!!! HIGH SEED COUNT OF BOTH WEED AND ALFALFA. NOT RECOMMENDED! about $10-16

Step 2: Prepping the bales
the bales you have chosen will need to be placed and left to "rot" for a few months prior to planting. I got a grass/straw mixture bale and let them sit in the mid summer
sun to early spring time. now some people will put organic fertilizer on top during this process to help the plants grow and some will use store bought stuff. that is all
personal choice. me is did absolutely nothing but let them sit.

Step 3: Planting tools
I uses a few small tools to just open up the bale where I plan to plant seeds and put in my soil and seeds. for rows like corn and carrots I used a large cutting knife from
the $.99 store to cut across the bale grain and then dug out the "guts" of it to put my soil in and plant
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Step 4: Making a map of plants
I drew a map/layout of my bales prior to planting so I could put on the layout what went where so I knew what was sprouting. simple easy reliable. I also made flash cards
of what seeds I planted with the name, date planted, date sprouted, date harvested, est harvest date and days to maturity of each seed type I planted.
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Step 5: Tracking progress
I used my flash cards to show what was growing and how many days since planting so I can track the progress of it for my self and you guys. so I will be updating this
inatructable often in the season of growing.
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Step 6: Storing second season/round seeds
I put each packet in its own snack size zip lock baggie so if the seeds fell out of the packet they wouldn't get scattered all over because I don't want to fold the packets to I
can refer to them as needed if I want to compare dates and such. $.99 gets you 60 baggies
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Step 7: Criticism time
I am open to all feedback from questions to people who may have done this and have ideas or know of better ways to do something. so please leave question,
comments, and suggestions below and I will add them to this ible when I can. thanks and happy gardening!
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2 comments Add Comment

 moonshine88 says:  Mar 2, 2014. 5:07 PM  REPLY
rainbow farms /nucal off of hall road? ya I'm out there working on their trucks all the time. glad to see I'm not the only turlocker on here!

 jmwells says:  Mar 2, 2014. 4:51 PM  REPLY
Checkout Rainbow Farms for some compost. They're east of town. A little goes a looooong way.
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